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Frequently Asked Questions


You may want to include these Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) in your press kits, marketing materials, and sponsor solicitations. The FAQs are a public document that can be customized to suit your own NEA Big Read programming. It is a simplified, multi-use means of explaining the program to different audiences. The FAQs ensure that all of your spokespeople are conveying the same information about your community’s NEA Big Read program. The basic facts about the program—how it was developed, the purpose of the program, etc.—are the same for each community. You will, however, want to add additional information that’s particular to your program. 

[YOUR ORGANIZATION’S LOGO HERE]

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS BIG READ

1. What is the National Endowment for the Arts Big Read? 

An initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest, the NEA Big Read broadens our understanding of our world, our neighbors, and ourselves through the power of a shared reading experience. Showcasing a diverse range of themes, voices, and perspectives, the NEA Big Read aims to inspire meaningful conversations, artistic responses, and new discoveries and connections in each community. The main feature of the initiative is a grants program, managed by Arts Midwest, which annually supports dynamic community-wide reading programs, each designed around a single NEA Big Read title.

2. How was [YOUR COMMUNITY] selected to participate in the NEA Big Read?

Eligible organizations apply to Arts Midwest for NEA Big Read grants and the applications are reviewed by a panel of outside experts on the basis of artistic excellence and merit. Competitive applications demonstrate strong literary programming, experience in building effective local partnerships, reaching and engaging new and diverse audiences, working with educators, involving local and state public officials, and working with media. More information on the application and guidelines are available on Arts Midwest’s website.
3. Which organizations in our community are participating in the NEA Big Read?

[YOUR ORGANIZATION] is the lead organization for the NEA Big Read in [YOUR COMMUNITY]. Our NEA Big Read partners include [PARTNERS]. Our NEA Big Read sponsors include [SPONSORS].

4. Why did our community choose to read [YOUR BIG READ TITLE]?
[You should be able to answer this by referring to your initial grant application.]

5. When will the NEA Big Read in [YOUR COMMUNITY] take place?

The NEA Big Read in [YOUR COMMUNITY] will take place [INSERT DATES]. A full calendar of events for the NEA Big Read is available at [INSERT INFORMATION].

6. What types of events will take place during the NEA Big Read in [YOUR COMMUNITY]?

[Insert a sample list of events here. You may want to highlight events that appeal to diverse segments of your population, including non-readers.]

7. How are books selected for the NEA Big Read library?
For the NEA Big Read, the National Endowment for the Arts looks for: books that can unite communities through lively and deep discussions and innovative programming; stories that provide glimpses into personal lives, told through the lens of universal themes; writing that sings on the page, with the potential to entice reluctant, lapsed, and avid readers alike; authors who speak to the issues of our times and the country we live in; and choices that offer a range of voices, genres, settings, perspectives, and experiences. We particularly welcome books that support the Endowment’s effort to reach individuals whose opportunities to experience the arts are limited by geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability. 
8. Where can I find more information about the NEA Big Read?

For information on the NEA Big Read in [YOUR COMMUNITY] please contact [CONTACT INFORMATION].

Visit arts.gov/neabigread for more information on the National Endowment for the Arts’ Big Read program. The website also features information about the NEA Big Read titles, including author biographies, discussion questions, and community stories.
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